REGIONS REVIEW

HSUS PRAISES
GOVERNOR
The HSUS honored
former New Jersey
governor Tom Kean at
a Christmas reception
held at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris County and attended
f-- by 150 animal-protection leaders.
<(
Mid-Atlantic Region___!
al Director Nina Austenberg, Star Ledger
I
columnist Lois Steven0 son, and Rep. Dean
Gallo praised the governor for the twelve bills
to protect animals he
signed during his career.
John A. Hoyt, president of
The HSUS, presented a handinscribed certificate of appreciation to the governor. Mr. Hoyt
lauded Gov. Kean's efforts to
protect animals and the environment, making New Jersey a
model for the rest of the nation.
While governor, Tom Kean
passed laws outlawing the steeljaw leghold trap, providing for
state certification of animal-
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control officers, establishing a
low-cost spay/neuter program,
making animal fighting a felony, and protecting wetlands.
Under his administration, the
State Division of Consumer
Affairs promulgated the strongest pet-shop regulations in the
nation. "These will be the
decades when Consumer Affairs said animals in pet shops
must be treated as living
creatures and not merchandise," proclaimed Ms. Austenberg. "It is, in good part,
because of a governor whose
caring embraces not only humankind , but also those creatures who cannot speak for
themselves."

REP. GALLO
SUPPORTS "P.A.L."
When the HSUS Federal Legislative Affairs department
needed a sponsor for a " National Prevent-A-Litter Month"
resolution for April 1990, it
turned to Rep. Dean Gallo
(New Jersey) for help. During
Rep. Gallo's career as minority whip in the State Assembly,

Tom Kean Oeft) receives a cenificate of appreciation from The
H5LS 's John A. Hoyt as columnist Lois Stevenson looks on.

Rep. Dean Gallo proudly displays an HSUS "Be a P.A.L." shirt
given to him April 9 by The HSUS's Phyllis Wright.
he organized meetings with
representatives of the State
Health Department, animalprotection leaders (including
The HSUS) , legislative aides,
and members of the New Jersey
Veterinary Medical Association, to discuss ways to curb the
burgeoning pet population. The
now famous New Jersey spay/
neuter bill resulted; to date
more than 28,000 animals have
been neutered and dozens of
states have fashioned legislation
after this bill.
So it was no surprise that
Legislative Affairs Director
Martha Cole Glenn would ask
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director
Nina Austenberg to contact
Rep. Gallo to introduce the
"National Prevent-A-Litter
Month" resolution for April
1990. While Rep. Gallo normally shies away from introducing resolutions, he made an
exception in this case because
of his long-standing interest in
the spay/neuter issue.
The resolution was signed
into law March 30 by President
Bush after intense lobbying efforts by Rep. Gallo's staff,

HSUS staff, and many animalprotection groups and individuals nationwide.
Rep. Gallo was honored
April 9 at a reception hosted by
St. Hubert's Giralda in New
Jersey. Many of his colleagues
who worked with him years
earlier on the state spay/neuter
bill were on hand to thank him
for his leadership.
Ms. Austenberg thanked
Rep. Gallo, saying he was "a
man who took the time to listen
to the concerns of all the people" and whom she was proud
to call "a good friend ."
All four of the Mid-Atlantic
states observed Prevent-A-Litter
Month this year. Pennsylvania
Governor Robert P. Casey,
New York Governor Mario M.
Cuomo, and New Jersey Governor James Florio signed state
proclamations observing April
1990 as "Prevent-A-Litter
Month." Delaware Governor
Michael N. Castle issued a
statement in response to a request from Mary Michael of
Animal Lovers Unlimited, Inc.
and Delaware Action for
Animals, Inc.
•
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A GREAT LAKES
EARTH DAY
The Great Lakes Regional Office took its
Earth Day campaign to
two college campuses
in northwestern Ohio.
Both Bowling Green
(/) State University and the
W
University of Toledo
~ invited the Great Lakes
<( office to their Organi---l zation Days, held during their Earth Week
..........._ Celebrations.
W
The oval of the cam~ pus at Bowling Green
V
State University was
filled with many organization tables and displays, and the Great Lakes office offered many HSUS informational brochures and
materials proclaiming, "Animals .. .It's Their World Too."
Great Lakes Regional Director Sandy Rowland spoke at the
University of Toledo along with
State Sen. Linda Furney and
others. Ms. Rowland described
how we, as animal protectionists, can create a better earth
through respecting the needs of
animals.
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pounds for sale to research
facilities) was not mandatory.
Mr. Celebrezze wrote, "A dog
warden or poundkeeper has
discretionary authority, pursuant to R.C. 955.16(B) and
(C), to destroy an impounded
dog without first offering the
dog for sale to a qualified
teaching or research facility
which has requested dogs."
The Great Lakes office will
now work in the several counties where animals are being
sold to convince officials of the
detrimental effects such sales
have on animal control.
The attorney general's opinion was prompted by the Montgomery County commissioners. The commissioners were
spurred to action by letters sent
by the Great Lakes office last
summer to counties known to
sell dogs for research .

were being shipped by a broker
in Missouri, who had acquired
them from various Missouri
dog breeders. The puppies
were confiscated by the Humane Society of Greater Dayton after it was alerted by an
employee of the car dealership
where the van had been taken
for repairs.
The Humane Society of
Greater Dayton requested the
help of Great Lakes Program
Coordinator Robin Weirauch to
coordinate efforts of several
agencies that had some jurisdiction in the case and to assist
with media interviews and with
communication between the
prosecutor and law-enforcement officials.
Information gathered by the
Great Lakes office indicates
that the van apparently contained well over 100 puppies
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On July 20, 1990, the
Gulf States Regional
Office, in association
with the National Association for Humane and
Environmental Education (NAHEE) and the
U) Gulf States Humane
w Educators Association
(GSHEA), will hold
the OSHEA Annual
~
v J Education Symposium
LL
at the Clarion Hotel in
___J
=:J Dallas, Texas. Dr. Amy
r I"\ Freeman Lee and Patty
V
Finch of NAHEE will
deliver the keynote addresses. Other speakers
will address different educational tools available. Please
call the Gulf States Regional
Office at (512) 854-3142 for
more information.

~

COCKFIGHTING IN
LOUISIANA
In March, HSUS Louisiana
constituents were urged to contact their state legislators asking them to cosponsor Rep.
Garey Forster's anticockfighting bill. Louisiana is one
of the four states in the nation
in which cockfighting is still
legal. According to the Louisiana anticruelty law, chickens
are not considered animals.

VICTORIES
IN OHIO
The Great Lakes Regional Office scored two major victories
for animals last April in Ohio.
The first victory came April 24
when Gov. Richard Celeste
responded to the calls and letters of hundreds of Ohioans by
vetoing a bill that would have
permitted the use of Compound
1080 in poison collars on live
sheep to kill coyotes.
The second victory occurred
April 25 when Attorney General Anthony Celebrezze issued
an opinion stating pound seizure (the release of dogs from

GSHEA
SYMPOSIUM

These puppies, rescued from a Missouri van transporting them
to Ohio pet shops, were adopted out to carefully screened homes.

MISSOURI PUPS
RESCUED
A Missouri man was found
guilty of cruelty to animals in
Dayton, Ohio, for transporting
a van full of puppies under inhumane conditions. The puppies were destined for pet shops
in the Great Lakes region and

when it left central Missouri.
They were transported in fifteen cages, eleven measuring
only nine inches high .
Upon conviction of the van
driver, the puppies were
awarded to the Humane Society of Greater Dayton and have
been adopted into carefully
screened homes.
•

ADOPT-A-TEACHER
WORKSHOPS
The Gulf States office held
several Adopt-A-Teacher workshops during the months of
March and April. Aimed at
local humane societies, these
workshops informed participants about the educational
merits of the program and supplied humane societies with a
new resource for support. •
31

priority and left them to
humane societies.

JAI ALAI PARK
GOES TO DOGS
Bridgeport, Connecticut, Jai Alai officials
have proposed convert0 ing their city's fronton
into a greyhound park,
a move they feel would
<( generate $12 million for
___J
the state's coffers. But
the New England Regional Office has
W joined forces with half
a dozen animal-protection and animal-rights
groups and with memhers of the United Auto
Workers (representing
the Jai Alai Players
Union) to fight this
proposal.
The plan has not yet formally
been presented for the necessary state and city approval ,
and the coalition hopes to nip
the process in the bud.
The HSUS opposes all dog
racing because small animals
(usually rabbits) are often used
in training greyhounds and
because a majority of
greyhounds are destroyed ,
sometimes cruelly, when their
usefulness ends.

COCKFIGHTING
LAW UPHELD
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MAl N E CARl BOU
PROJECT FAILING
Dr. John Grandy, HSUS vice
president of wildlife and habitat
protection, wrote to Gov. John
McKernan on April 17, 1990,
requesting a halt to Maine's
Caribou Reintroduction Program. Since the onset of this
program in December 1986,
The HSUS has received letters
and calls from our members
and constituents in New England concerned about high caribou mortality due to transpo tion. predation , stress,
:~; \ D rm disease, and other
:s_ The HSUS supported

Newfoundland caribou being reintroduced into Maine have suffered high mortality due to stress, disease, and predation.
the concept of carefully planned
reintroduction, but the continued failure and resulting suffering and death of Newfoundland caribou must stop.

itician. We need people who
will act aggressively to make a
change for our earth and not
continue to study her death ." •

EARTH DAY IN
NEW ENGLAND
The New England Regional
Office attended Eco-Fair festivities at Wesleyan University in
Middletown, Connecticut. Program Coordinator Frank Ribaudo and Regional Secretary
Sandra Tryon passed out
materials and discussed animal
and environmental issues with
the many fairgoers.
Mr. Ribaudo was one of the
day's speakers. He told students
that The HSUS had officially
embraced the environment at
our conference in Houston ,
Texas, in October 1989, but that
The HSUS has always demanded protection for the environment since our founding
in 1954. Mr. Ribaudo quoted
leading environmentalist Dr.
Alan Hankin to the student audience, saying, "Become a pol-

LAW PROTECTS
PUPPY MILLS
The Kansas legislature
passed and Gov. Mike
Hayden signed a new
law aimed at protecting
research facilities, agriculture operations, and
puppy mills by making
it a felony for certain
acts to be committed
against these busiW
nesses. Even entering a
facility to take pictures
or videotape without
0 the consent of the
-..:::::::: owner would be a class
~ E felony (see article,
page 7).
Midwest Regional
Director Wendell Maddox said
investigations are now dependent on law-enforcement agencies, which traditionally gave
animal-cruelty cases a low
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A Wilson County district court
judge has upheld the state's law
prohibiting cockfighting in
Kansas.
The ruling is the result of a
lawsuit filed in October 1989 by
the Kansas Game Breeders Association and Leroy Widener,
one of its members. They asked
the court to interpret Kansas
statutes regarding cruelty to
animals and to declare that the
state "has not made the fighting of cocks, gamebirds, or
chickens illegal . . . ."
In May 1989, Attorney General Robert T. Stephan reminded all the state's sheriffs
that cockfighting is illegal in
Kansas even when gambling is
not involved. Mr. Stephan said
state law prohibits cruelty to
animals, which is defined as
"intentionally killing, injuring,
maiming, torturing or mutilating any animal." Animal is
defined in the same act as
"every living vertebrate except
a human being," which Mr.
Stephan said would include
chickens.
The Kansas Game Breeders
Association argued that the
legislature never intended to
prohibit cockfighting. However,
in his order, Judge C. Fred
Lorentz said the language of the
statute is clear and that the
legislature intends all vertebrates to be subject to the provisions of the cruelty to animals
prohibition and that no exception exists for gamecocks.
Wendell Maddox and HSUS
Investigator Bob Baker worked
closely with Mr. Stephan last
year to set up a $5,000 reward
fund for information on Kansas
cockfighting activity.
•
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EUTHANASIA
IN GEORGIA
After three years of effort , the Georgia legislature enacted a law to
ensure that only humane methods are used
to destroy unwanted
dogs and cats in animal
shelters. In the past, a
<( few animal shelters
UJ used such barbaric
methods as paralytic
drugs, poison, electroI- cution, shooting, and
~
even drowning to kill
unclaimed pets.
(f)
The " humane euthanasia" bill was a culmination of efforts
by the Southeast Regional Office, the Georgia Coalition for
Animal Protection , and a determined legislator, Rep. Chesley
Morton of Dekalb County.
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DRUGGING
RACEHORSES
Legislation that would have
allowed racehorses to be legally
doped has died in the Florida
legislature. The seemingly in-

nocuous bill initially proposed
that any " therapeutic measure
or medication" could be used
on horses prior to a race as
long as it was prescribed by a
veterinarian.
The Southeast Regional Office successfully opposed the
bill when we learned it would
throw out Florida's " no doping" law and sanction the use
of performance-altering drugs,
including steroids, hormones,
and even stimulants.

DRUG BUST TURNS
DOG BUST
In Mobile, Alabama , a drug
bust turned into a dogfighting
raid. While looking for drugs,
the local sheriffs department
came across a large number of
pit bulls staked out in a yard .
The sheriffs office called
Southeast Regional Director
Marc Paulhus and Investigator
Ken Johnson, who were in
town conducting a workshop, to
assist with further investigation
of the property. A considerable
amount of dogfighting paraphernalia was uncovered .
The owner of the dogs is now
facing felony dogfighting
charges.

EARTH DAY
BY THE BAY
San Francisco's Crissy
Field was the site of
Environmental Expo by
the Bay, one of the biggest Earth Day events
in the nation. A crowd
estimated at 125,000
.....-f"" perused the exhibits of
~ approximately 150 organizations. West Coast
regional investigators
1--::- Eric Sakach and Kurt
U) Lapham staffed the
UJ HSUS exhibit, which
was devoted to endangered species and
habitat destruction and
featured a large suspended display unit, confiscated leopard skins and stuffed
hawksbill turtles, and HSUS
materials about wildlife and the
environment.
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EARTH DAY
SOUTHERN STYLE

Racehorses remain protected by
Florida's ''no doping'' law.
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Florida was experiencing
beautiful weather on Earth Day,
and the Southeast office took
full advantage of it to get our
environmental and animalprotection message before the
public. Thousands of people
turned out at Tallahassee's
Maclay Gardens, where more
than fifty booths were set up
throughout the park. The large
crowds kept Southeast Regional
staff busy with questions about
issues ranging from alligators to
dolphins to rain forests .
•

Californians examine HSUS
materials on Earth Day.

CALIF. PET-STORE
BILLS ADVANCE
In the wake of national publicity concerning puppy mills
(see article, page 7) , three
related bills advanced one step

further along the legislative
process in California. A.B.
4300 prohibits retail pet dealers
from knowingly selling sick or
diseased dogs, and , as a penalty, prohibits violators from
selling dogs at retail in the state
of California for five years.
A.B. 4357 requires specific information concerning the
breeder and the dog to be
posted conspicuously on the
cage of any dog offered for sale
in a retail pet store. Both bills
were sponsored by Assemblyman Sam Farr.
The third and most critical of
the so-called pet-store bills is
S.B. 2224, authored by Sen.
Diane Watson. S.B. 2224 regulates what information on a
dog the pet-store owner must
provide and what the store
owner's responsibilities are in
cases of sick dogs. It also allows local district attorneys the
latitude to prosecute pet stores
on individual complaints instead of waiting for a long pattern of inhumane conduct. Kurt
Lapham lent his expertise on
the pet-store issue to Sen. Watson's office and testified as an
expert before the Senate Judiciary Committee.
Other legislation currently
undergoing hearings include
A.B. 3482, introduced by
Assemblyman Bruce Bronzan,
which will allow laymen to
continue to provide cosmetic
tooth cleaning services for dogs
and cats; and A .B. 2461, introduced by Assemblyman Jack
O'Connell , which is California's first serious attempt to
outlaw the use of the archaic
and inhuman Draize Acute
Eye-Irritancy Test for evaluating the toxicity of cosmetics
and household products. The
HSUS's Dr. Martin Stephens
offered expert testimony to the
Senate Judiciary Committee,
•
where the bill passed .
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